


specialty residency and fellowship
training, and/or fostering research

and development.24 More research
is needed to better understand the
involvement of IMGs in GH, including
how best to support IMGs who are

uniquely poised to conduct GH work.

either resources for or prioritization
of GH education in their residency

residency-training quality suggests
curricula. Eleven percent of

The respondents’ low rating of GH
that programs might be lacking in

respondents rated their preparation

for GH activities as poor, and only
26% received training on all 6 GH
topics queried. Smaller programs
may require greater resources to

support residents’ needs to prepare
for GH work, as is described in a

recent survey of pediatric residency

programs.3
Preparation and debriefing have

long been promoted as essential
components of GH training to

ensure responsible practices, the
safety of participants, and respect
for partner hosts.112526 More than
one-third of residents completing
an international elective did not

receive formal preparation before

their international experiences,

This reveals gaps in the quality and
consistency of GH training across

and one-fourth did not participate
residency programs.

in debriefing sessions on return.

have been developed to support the
development and implementation
of meaningful, safe, and ethical GH
curricula in residency programs.

A growing number of resources

For example, the American Board of
Pediatrics Global Health Task Force
recently created an implementation

guidebook for program directors?”

learned from experts in GH education
and best-evidence approaches to
ensure ethical GH experiences. Also,
education in pediatric departments,
develop successful international

that includes experiences and lessons
in their reports,?829 GH experts

outline strategies to support GH
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partnerships, and ensure ethical
implementations.2>

Our results should be interpreted
while considering the study’s
strengths and limitations. Data

were self-reported, and the overall
response rates were moderate (55%),
although they were similar to those in
other large surveys of pediatricians.3°
Details about GH training, such as
how residents were exposed to GH
topics, were not assessed. In addition,
the 2008 survey did not contain

the full set of GH-related questions
that were included in the 2016

study. Finally, it is possible that we
are overreporting GH interest and
participation because of self-selection
bias; however, the GH questions were
nested within the larger AAP survey
on resident training, career goals, and
job-search experiences. The strengths
of this study include its large, national
samples and its data collection over
an extended time frame, which
allowed for comparisons between

residents who graduated in 2008 and
2016.

CONCLUSIONS

Pediatric residency programs
endeavor to prepare the next
generation of pediatricians to
skillfully care for children from
diverse cultural backgrounds and
resource settings. In this study, we
find that a growing proportion of US
pediatric graduates are exposed to
GH training during their residency,
and many of them plan to incorporate
GH into their careers. However,
gaps in training remain, with some
residents conducting international
electives without formal preparation
or debriefing and with many lacking
exposure to core GH topics during
their residency. Future efforts are
needed to ensure that US pediatric
residency programs promote the
development of globally minded and
competent pediatricians with the
skills and perspectives to effectively

improve child health in their globally
interconnected communities.
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