


specialty residency and fellowship 
training, and/or fostering research 
and development.24 More research 
is needed to better understand the 
involvement of IMGs in GH, including 
how best to support IMGs who are 
uniquely poised to conduct GH work.

The respondents’ low rating of GH 
residency-training quality suggests 
that programs might be lacking in 
either resources for or prioritization 
of GH education in their residency 
curricula. Eleven percent of 
respondents rated their preparation 
for GH activities as poor, and only 
26% received training on all 6 GH 
topics queried. Smaller programs 
may require greater resources to 
support residents’ needs to prepare 
for GH work, as is described in a 
recent survey of pediatric residency 
programs.13

Preparation and debriefing have 
long been promoted as essential 
components of GH training to 
ensure responsible practices, the 
safety of participants, and respect 
for partner hosts.11,  25,  26 More than 
one-third of residents completing 
an international elective did not 
receive formal preparation before 
their international experiences, 
and one-fourth did not participate 
in debriefing sessions on return. 
This reveals gaps in the quality and 
consistency of GH training across 
residency programs.

A growing number of resources 
have been developed to support the 
development and implementation 
of meaningful, safe, and ethical GH 
curricula in residency programs. 
For example, the American Board of 
Pediatrics Global Health Task Force 
recently created an implementation 
guidebook for program directors27 
that includes experiences and lessons 
learned from experts in GH education 
and best-evidence approaches to 
ensure ethical GH experiences. Also, 
in their reports, 28,  29 GH experts 
outline strategies to support GH 
education in pediatric departments, 
develop successful international 
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